THE JOE BLOGGS EFFECT

Not a lot of people get a discovery named after them. Many have researched for years and done the most valuable work without turning up anything worth naming. Such a one was Blumleir. Others are remembered by one single happening, probably an accident. Twice I found things interest worth naming and each time I was talked out of it, during my career (it was easier then perhaps to find things with much more undiscovered). I swore a great oath it would not happen again, and it never did, at all.

The first of my discoveries, which had to wait some ten years to be acknowledged to others, is worth retelling. Talking films were, in the beginning driven by batteries and accumulators until brave men decided that the AC mains should be used. It fell to me to evolve such a system which indeed .turned up a patent or two. Much trouble was caused by switching clicks which I eliminated one by one until I had just one left which appeared to come from an incandescent lamp. I set this up as a separate experiment whereby the electrically isolated lamp picked up on a primitive SW receiver at a distance of several feet when it was switched on, and did not pick up when it was switched off. I supported the theory that some oscillation was produced by the heating up of the filament, with a little elementary mathematics involving dimensions, specific conductivity, wattage etc. I then lead the Chief Engineer up to  the experiment and invited him to express his admiration. This was not forthcoming, but I did get a homily on the subject of those who wasted their time when they should have been getting on with the main job. Also us he was a better mathematician than I was he could pick holes in my calculations, which I suppose was some justification.

The sequel was described to mc .years later by one of the RAY radar types who was involved.

Somewhere on the Welsh coast was a lonely RLF(Radar) Station which has been put there to spot German long range aircraft attempting to intercept our traffic from Gibraltar to Prestwick. Some of this went up St. George’s Channel, now the Celtic Sea. They did not have a lot to do and the operators noted “Signals” of short duration in their band coming from the seaward direction. This being reported upwards immediately a fine flap arose. Various theories were produced. They all involved German submarines out Irish neighbours in improbable acts of c0-operation to our disadvantage. Naval craft scoured the waters and their own Radar Operators searched in vain for the mysterious signals, particularly as they were continuing loud and clear at the shore based station. Illustrious Government Scientists came and confirmed the happenings and it is said that a protest was about to be made to the Irish Government.

However, one night some observant type suddenly noticed that the Signal Burst coincided with a light out to sea. This light was steady in position and soon repeated the effect to prove that they were not independent.. It was a short task to track down the source. This was an incandescent lamp in a blacked out loo situated on the cliff edge between the Radar aerials and the sea. That particular night somebody had disturbed the blackout so that all could see the light. There were plenty of red faces and the scientists came buck and the Joe Bloggs effect was duly documented, However, some of those involved were very keen to broadcast what had happened. .

I can’t say that I have ever seen it properly written up.

The second time was far more erudite and involved some obscure photographic properties of variable density recording. We got our film at. Denham Studios from a large corporation which shall be nameless, but which trembled at the slightest hint of displeasure by its American masters. I found much to displease me with some new much heralded material and declined to use it. The supplier did not dare to refer to the States and spent much time and free meals to support the suggestion that someone was in error. .This was rediscovered in the States and was the subject of papers .some years later.

There must be at lesson here somewhere. However silly it may seem  - if you are certain — publish. If some draw better than you, you can liaise with advantage, and there is always the chance that you will end up named as the discoverer of the Joe Bloggs Effect.
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