VOICES FROM NOWHERE

When a body of scientists and electronics engineers are unable to account for mysterious voices which appear on tape, the possibility of a supernatural explanation must be considered. Where do these voices come from?


One bright day in the mid 19608 the Swedish artist Friederich Jurgenson took a portable tape recorder into a remote part of the countryside near his home for the purpose of recording birdsongs. When he played the tape back he was surprised to find that as well as bird noises, several rapidly speaking human voices were to be heard. He had seen no other human beings in his vicinity that day, and after making enquiries he came to the conclusion that the voices could not have come from stray radio transmissions, for one thing no music was recorded. He was fascinated and decided to experiment.


Some time after Jurgensons discovery, Dr. Constantin Raudive, a sixty year old psychologist heard of the mystery tape and began to make his own experiments in the same line. Dr. Raudive, Latvian born and a devout Roman Catholic had been a professor of the universities of Uppsala and Riga, and was then as he is today living in Bad Krozingen, Germany. He too found that inexplicable voices appeared on his tape recordings when no voice should have been present, in the last six years he has recorded upwards of 70.000 of them. After many patient hours of experiment, of consultation with scientific colleagues and of ceaseless consideration of other possibilities, he has reached the firm conclusion that these voices are the voices of the dead.


Many people in the past century of psychical research have claimed to hear spirit voices, none of them has received such widespread support from the world of science as has Dr. Raudive. Among the theologians with scientific backgrounds, who have shown an interest in his researches are the Rev. Professor Dr. Gebhard Prei, an international expert in the fields of depth psychology, parapsychology and anthropology, the Right Rev. Professor Dr. Charles, Chaplain to the Holy See, Dr. Zenta Maurina, philosopher and linguist and the Rev. Voldemars A. Rolle, Lutherian Pastor of the Latvian Church at Willimantic, Connecticut, a leading physicist. Along with several lay scientists all these people are convinced that Dr. Raudives voices are actually present on the tape and urge that further research on the highest levels should be undertaken, none of them has come up with a rational explanation for the voices,


There are three basic recording techniques used by Dr. Raudive and his assistants: microphone, radio and diode. In each case an ordinary tape recorder is used. In the case of microphone recording, a microphone is plugged into the tape recorder in the usual way and the experimenters present ask questions of the spirit voices, inviting them to speak. The voices usually manifest themselves in the pauses between each experimenters speech. For radio recordings, a radio is plugged into the tape recorder and a wavelength chosen which produces white noise. When the tape is played back the voices are generally found to be superimposed on the background crackle.


Diode recording generally produces the clearest results, the diode used by Dr. Raudive being an ordinary crystal set cats whisker of early radio days. An interesting point is that the aerial used with the diode is only a few inches long, totally impractical for receiving any clear normal signal. 

The voices recorded by Dr. Raudive all have several factors in common, although they fall into three grades of audibility. Group A consists of voices which can be clearly heard by anyone with normal hearing and a knowledge of the language spoken. Group B consists of voices that speak more rapidly and softly, but are still quite audible to a trained and attentive ear. Group C consists says Dr. Raudive of the most interesting voices, voices that give us a great deal of information and paranormal data. Unfortunately these can only be heard in fragments, even by the trained ear.


All the voices speak in unmistakable rythm and usually employ several languages in a single sentence. The sentence construction says Dr.Raudive, obeys rules that differ radically from those of ordinary speech and although the voices seem to speak in the same way as we do the anatomy of their speech apparatus must be different from our own.


In every recorded case the voice exhibits a sense of urgency, using its curious Esperanto style language in a clipped, spare manner. For instance, Dr. Raudive addresses the Russian Revolutionary poet Vladimir Mayakovsky and complains about the difficulties of dealing with certain human beings. Quick as a flash the voice answers in Russian,  “Mayakovsky Konstantin pluji” ( Konstantin spit on it ) meaning, suggests Dr. Raudive, that he should not bother with what people say, but carry on with what he thinks is right.


Dr. Raudive speaks several languages fluently, although when he acts as the interrogator, his native Latvian is the language which seems to be most used by the voices in communicating. When other people ask questions the voices tend to reply in the native tongue of the questioner.
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