Vast's Effect

In the early days of talking films I sometimes became involved with the tarting up the sound on the film shown in local picture palaces. For obvious reasons this was usually a nocturnal affair. When a few were gathered - both from locally and Head Office - Vast's effects would be demonstrated.

The chap in the operating box would run a film usually "This Weeks" with a sound track but no picture. The visitors were asked to instruct the projectionist "Louder" or "Quieter" until all were agreed as to the optimum setting, usually to within  1/2 Db or so. The picture was then released.

The effect was quite dramatic; the sound level seemed to drop 6 Db. or so. Why?

All I could think of was that all the actors etc. on the screen appeared large and as such the listeners thought that they should be louder in proportion. Any other ideas?
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